SOME ASPECTS OF HEREDITY, BY DIl FREELAND BARBOUR. advance, and take a by-path into th# woods. There is another class of facts which have a bearing on this question, and which are also open to us specially for investigation. I mean the influences, if any, of a former sire upon the children. It is a recognised fact among breeders that the influence of a former sire may be seen on the offspring born to a second parent. This, whatever the mechanism by which it is brought about, shows that the influence of the father extends beyond the offspring, and affects the maternal organism?that we cannot limit the effects produced to the ovum which is fertilized. This is still more strikingly seen, as Darwin pointed out, in the case of certain plants in which the influence of the pollen is not limited to the ovules which they fertilize, but extends to the ovarium in which the ovules are lodged. This fact of the influence of the reproductive sperm-cell extending beyond the germ which it fertilizes, well-marked in the case of plants, less well-marked 
